
Clinical Scholars is a Leadership for Better Health program led by the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill with 

support from the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. It empowers health care providers to collaborate in teams from 

a wide range of disciplines—including allied health, dentistry, pharmacy, and veterinary medicine. The teams receive 

three years of training and funding to take on complex problems in their communities, addressing the social factors that 

underlie health from their perspectives as both health providers and members of the community. For more information, 

visit clinicalscholarsnli.org to learn about the teams or rwjf.org/changeleaders to find additional leadership opportunities.
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Alabama
Together, Let’s End Their War: Promoting a Culture of Health Among Veterans on the Gulf Coast
Joseph Currier, PhD, University of South Alabama, Veterans Recovery Resources
Jeremy Fletcher, PT, DPT, OCS, University of South Alabama, Veterans Recovery Resources
Erin McAdams, PA-C, MHS, Rubenstein Family Medical Associates, Veterans Recovery Resources
Marjorie Scaffa, PhD, OTR/L, FAOTA, EastPointe Hospital, Veterans Recovery Resources

Indiana
Responsive Schools: Building a Trauma Responsive Learning Community for All Children
Megan Carlson, MSN, PPCNP-BC, RN, Shalom Health Care Center
Kristine Eaton, MSW, LCSW, Indianapolis Public Schools
Barbara Pierce, PhD, LCSW, Indiana University School of Social Work
Wanda Thurston, DNP, PNP, RN, Indiana University School of Nursing

Massachusetts
Building Access, Engagement, and Resiliency through Trauma-Informed Care
Samara Grossman, MSW, LICSW, Brigham and Women’s Hospital - Outpatient Psychiatry
Nomi Levy-Carrick, MD, MPhil, Brigham and Women’s Hospital - Clinical Psychiatry ICU
Annie Lewis-O’Connor, PhD, NP-BC, MPH, FAAN, Brigham and Women’s Hospital
Eve Rittenberg, MD, Brigham and Women’s Hospital - Primary Care
Hanni Stoklosa, MD, MPH, Brigham and Women’s Hospital - Emergency Medicine

Michigan
PROMISE for Success: A Trauma-Informed & Responsive Community Intervention
Brenda Averett, MA, LSC, LPC, LSW, Ypsilanti Community Schools
Polly Gipson, PhD, Michigan Medicine, University of Michigan Medical School
Jessie Marshall, MD, MPH, Washtenaw County Health Department

Montana
Improving Access to Pediatric Healthcare in Frontier Regions through Innovative Technology Solutions
Chelsea Bodnar, MD, MPhil, FAAP, Ohana Pediatrics
Carlyn Green, APRN: Pediatrics, Community Medical Center
Emily Hall, DO, FAAP, Providence Health and Services
Sarah Holexa, MD, MEd, FAAP, Community Medical Center
Allison Young, MD, FAAP, Missoula Valley Pediatrics at Community Children’s, Community Medical Center

New York
Developing a Digital Web to Address Behavioral Health Disparities in Rural New York
Wendi Cross, PhD, University of Rochester Medical Center
Michael Hasselberg, PhD, RN, PMHNP-BC, University of Rochester Medical Center
Kathryn Lewis, LCSW, Allegany Rehabilitation Associates, Inc.
Jennifer Richman, MD, University of Rochester Medical Center

Maternal Health Matters 
Omara Afzal, DO, MPH, FACOG, Mount Sinai Medical Center
Jamillah Hoy-Rosas, MPH, RD, CDE, City Health Works
David Strefling, MPH, RD, CDE, City Health Works

Puerto Rico
Universidad del Turabo Health Ambassadors
Ursula Aragunde-Kohl, PsyD, Universidad del Turabo
Fernando Janer, ND, MSW, Universidad del Turabo
Lydael Vega-Otero, MSW, Universidad del Turabo

Texas
Bridging Borders in Houston: Strengthening Community Partnerships to Support Mental Health Needs 
Among Vulnerable Immigrant Children
Johanna Báez, PhD, LCSW, Columbia University School of Social Work
Nohemi Garcia, LMFT, LPC, Texas Children’s Hospital
Adriana Gutierrez, MA, LPC-S, Refuge Trauma and Counseling Center
Sanghamitra Misra, MD, Texas Children’s Hospital

2018-2021 Cohort Projects and Participants



California
Accompanying Our Uninsured Community from ER to Medical Home
Charmaine Dorsey, MSW, LCSW, Los Angeles County Department of Health Services
Patricia Evans, MPA, MSW, LCSW, Los Angeles County Department of Health Services
Kathleen Garvin, BA, RN, Los Angeles County Department of Health Services
Oscar Miles-Smith, PA-C, Los Angeles Department of Health Services
Rebecca Trotzky, MD, MS, University of Southern California Department of Emergency Medicine

Preschool Wellness Consultation: A Whole Body Solution to a Whole Body Problem
Maya Lindemann, RN, BSN, Santa Monica-Malibu Unified School District
Matthew Ruderman, MEd, PhD, Providence Saint John’s Health Center
Lara Sando, PhD, Providence Saint John’s Health Center

Illinois
The Problem of Pharmacy Closures and Access to Medicines on Chicago’s West and South Side: A 
Community-Led Response
Dima Qato, PharmD, MPH, PhD, University of Illinois Hospital and Health Science Systems
Shannon Zenk, MPH, PhD, RN, FAAN, University of Illinois Hospital and Health Science Systems

Maryland
Increasing Asthma Health Equity: Community-Based Approach to School-Based Asthma Management
Katherine Bissett, BA, BSN, Johns Hopkins School of Medicine
Katherine Connor, MD, MSPH, Johns Hopkins School of Medicine
Megan Tschudy, MD, MPH, Johns Hopkins School of Medicine

Somewhere to Go: Ensuring Access to Medication-Assisted Treatment in Rural Maryland
Jewell Benford, LCSW-C, University of Maryland, Baltimore
Marian Currens, CRNP-Adult, University of Maryland Medical System
Seth Himelhoch, MD, MPH, University of Kentucky
Eric Weintraub, MD, University of Maryland, Baltimore

Massachusetts
Psychotic Patients in the Criminal Justice System
Kelly Scanlon, LICSW, McLean Hospital
Rakesh Karmacharya, MD, PhD, Massachusetts General Hospital, McLean Hospital

Nebraska
Dusk to Dawn: Hospital Initiative to Reduce Community Violence
Charity Evans, MD, MHCM, University of Nebraska Medical Center
Ashley Ferrens, MSN, MBA, RN, University of Nebraska Medical Center
Jennifer Burt, PhD, LP, University of Nebraska Medical Center

New York
SHELTER: Strengthening Health through Housing Education, Linkages & Training to Empower Residents
Christine Chim, PharmD, BCACP, St. John’s University
Johanna Martinez, MD, MS, Northwell Health
Omolara Uwemedimo, MD, Northwell Health

North Dakota (Three Affiliated Tribes: Mandan, Hidatsa, Arikara Nation)
Building Resilience, Building Health
Leolani Ah Quin, LCSW, DBH, Elbowoods Memorial Health Center
Anita Martin, MD, Elbowoods Memorial Health Center
Kelly McGrady, RN, New Town Public School
Monica Taylor-Deisr, MD, MPH, Elbowoods Memorial Health Center

Wisconsin
Milwaukee PROMPT: Prevention of Opioid Misuse Through Peer Training
Syed Ahmed, MD, MPH, DrPH, Medical College of Wisconsin
L. Kevin Hamberger, PhD, Medical College of Wisconsin
Robert Hurley, MD, PhD, Wake Forest Baptist Medical Center
Kajua Lor, PharmD, BCACP, Medical College of Wisconsin
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California
Prevention of Behavioral Health Disparities in an Immigrant Community through Community 
Partnerships: Creating a Culture of Mental Health
Aviril “Apple” Sepulveda, MS OT, Children’s Hospital Los Angeles
Dean Coffey, PsyD, Children’s Hospital Los Angeles, Keck School of Medicine University of Southern California
Jed David, MS OT, Children’s Hospital Los Angeles, Keck School of Medicine University of Southern California
Joyce Javier, MD, MPH, MS, Children’s Hospital LA, Keck School of Medicine University of Southern California
Horacio Lopez, MD, Hollywood Presbyterian Medical Center

Florida
Underdog Dreams: Improving Long-Term Quality of Life Outcomes for Florida’s Foster Youth and 
Families
Annette Bell, MD, Florida Psychological Associates, LLC
Slyving Bourdeau, MSW, First Step Care, LLC
Asha Davis, MD, First Step Care, LLC
Catherine Drew, PhD, Florida Psychological Associates, LLC
Derrick Stephens, MSW, First Step Care, LLC

Georgia
The Burden of Poor Oral Health in Georgia
Hope Bussenius, DNP, APRN, FNP-BC, Emory University
Charles Moore, MD, Emory University
David Reznik, DDS, Grady Health System

Minnesota
Building a Dental Home Network for Children with Special Health Care Needs
Mark DeRuiter, MBA, PhD, CCC-A/SLP, University of Minnesota
Jeffrey Karp, DMD, MS, University of Minnesota
Peter Scal, MD, MPH, University of Minnesota

Missouri
Violence: A Prescription to Hope for a Vulnerable Population
Tonita Smith, MSN, Believer’s Temple Urban Initiative’s Young People in Action Leadership Academy (YPALA)
Lachell Wardell, PharmD, Believer’s Temple Urban Initiative’s Young People in Action Leadership Academy (YPALA)

New Mexico
Connection, Civic Engagement, and Healing: An Innovative Community-Based Approach to Addictions
Cecilia Cordova, BSN, MSN, FNP, Casa de Salud Clinic
Katherine Porterfield, PA-C, Casa de Salud Clinic
Anjali Taneja, MD, MPH, Casa de Salud Clinic
Dominic Villanueva, DOM, Casa de Salud Clinic
William Wagner, PhD, LCSW, Centro Savila

New York
A Center of Excellence in Transgender Health for Upstate New York
Diane Georgeson, MD, AO Fox Memorial Hospital/Bassett Health Care Network
Carolyn Wolf-Gould, MD, AO Fox Memorial Hospital/Bassett Health Care
Christopher Wolf-Gould, MD, AO Fox Memorial Hospital/Bassett Health Care
Justine Woolner Wise, LMSW, AO Fox Memorial Hospital/Bassett Health Care

Washington, D.C.
MHI STREET: Mental Health Improvement through Study, Teaching, Rebranding, Embedded Education, 
and Technology
Erin Athey, DNP, FNP, BSN, George Washington University School of Nursing
Nnemdi Elias, MD, MPH, United Medical Center
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